
November 2017 

What’s happening 

at Gale this season: 
 

 

Congregational Meeting—

Sun. Nov. 26th 

 

Larry Mercey Concert 

Dec. 1 

 

Secret Sisters— 

Mon. Dec. 4, 6:30 p.m. 

 

Communion—Sun. Dec. 3 

Guest—Rev. Dr. Linda Bell 

 

Movie Night— 

Fri. Dec. 8, 7:15 p.m. 

Beauty and The Beast 
 

Community Carol 

and Choir Sing-   

Dec. 10, 7 p.m. 

 

Children’s Christmas Pro-

gram—Sun. Dec. 17 

 

Tuesday Luncheon— 

Tues. Dec. 19 

 
 

Christmas Eve Service 

7 p.m. 

 

Café Church—Sun. Dec. 31 

 

THE MISSION OF GALE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IS TO BE A FAMILY OF EMBRACING AND DYNAMIC 

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST WHO GLORIFY GOD IN THE WORLD THROUGH THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT  

 

  

Gale Gatherings 
 A STORY ABOUT THE BEGINNINGS OF OUR 

CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS  

While many of us 
bemoan the commercialisa-
tion of the Christmas season 
and the loss of the Christian 
focus of the festival I 
thought it would be nice to 
return to the roots of the 
celebration in the retelling of 
the legend of St. Nicholas, 
the first Santa Claus. 

 Nicholas was born 
around the year 280 in what 
is now Turkey.  He was 
brought up in a devoutly 
Christian family and was 
made Bishop of Myra while 
he was a young man.  The 
church at this time in the 
early 4th Century was perse-
cuted by the emperor Dio-
cletian and many of Nicho-
las’ people suffered terribly.  
The Council of Nicaea in 325 
AD was organised largely 
due to his influence and 
from that meeting we have 
the Nicene Creed, which is 
still used by many churches.  
It is included as #578 in our 
hymnbook. 

 Those are about the 
only certain facts we know 
of his life.  But there are 
many legends that surround 
this man.  There was a man 
in his parish who lived alone 
with three lovely daughters.  
The poor man was unable to 
provide a dowry for the girls, 
which meant they would not 
be able to marry and would 

probably be sold into 
slavery.  To save them, 
Nicholas placed a large 
number of gold pieces in 
a small bag and tossed 
them into an open win-
dow in their house.  He 
attempted to keep this 
secret but the father dis-
covered him on the third 
visit.  Many people think 
this is the origin of giving 
gifts at Christmas.  During 
the Middle Ages, pictures 
of St. Nicholas always 
included three gold 
pouches. 

 There is a Dutch 
legend that tells of Nich-
olas travelling to Holland 
from Myra dressed in red 
bishop’s robes, riding a 
white horse and accom-
panied by his servant, 
Black Bart.  As he rode the 
streets he carried a sack full 
of gifts for children – toys, 
oranges, and coins.  Wherev-
er he saw a child he would 
ask the parents if the child 
had been good and if the 
answer was yes they would 
receive a gift.  People under-
stood that the presents from 
Bishop Nicholas were gifts 
from God. 

 Once, when Nicho-
las and Black Bart wanted to 
deliver some gifts to a poor 
family they found the doors 
and windows closed so Black 

Bart suggested they send the 
gifts in through the chimney.  
Miraculously, the gifts all 
landed in socks the children 
had hung by the fireplace to 
dry.  Thus, a new tradition 
was started. 

 Through these leg-
ends, the gentle and gener-
ous Bishop of Myra has insti-
tuted many traditions that 
have survived to this day, 
especially in our celebration 
of Jesus’ birth, God’s great 
gift of love to humanity. 
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We have seen a consistent 
pattern throughout 2017, 
where our givings have been 
lower than our expenses 
each month. As the months 
have passed these shortfalls 
have added up to a signifi-
cant deficit. For the 10-
months ended October 31, 
we have a general fund defi-
cit of approximately 
$24,500. This is mostly the 
result of reduced givings to 
the general fund. We do not 
have a lot of discretionary 
spending in the budget. 
Overall our expenses are on 
pace with our 2017 budget. 

Based on my experience, the 
seasonality of givings, and 
fundraisers happening be-
tween now and year-end, I 

am forecasting a general 
fund deficit for 2017 of ap-
proximately $19,000. We 
are able to cover this 
shortfall with our cash re-
serves, however, we need 
to see sustained increased 
givings in order to move 
forward into 2018 and be-
yond. 

The Gale congregation has a 
strong history (150 years in 
fact) of team work and col-
laboration. We have seen 
many special projects fund-
ed and completed over the 
years. Let us not lose sight 
of the excitement we felt as 
a congregation when we 
committed to supporting 
the biggest project in our 
recent history – 10 Barns-
wallow Drive! When we set 

Clerk’s Corner By Darlene Vandermey, Clerk of Session 

 
The Session, as requested 
by the National Church, is in 
the process of revising the 
roll of congregational mem-
bers for our congregation.  
The Gale 150 Committee 
continues to meet and we 
look forward to all that they 
have planned for our 150th 
Anniversary year in 2018.  
 
If at anytime you have sug-
gestions, ideas that you 
would like to see happen at 
Gale, please let your Elder 
know and this can be 
brought to our Session 
meetings. 
 
As we move towards Christ-
mas may we all feel the 
love and care that God has 
for us as we celebrate the 
birth of our Saviour Jesus 
Christ. 

Our congregation has had a 
busy Fall and the Session is 
most grateful to all who are 
volunteering in many differ-
ent areas within the life of 
Gale.  The Volunteer Binder 
is available in the foyer for 
everyone to see areas in 
which you might be interest-
ed to serve our church fami-
ly.  If at anytime you have 
any questions about the Vol-
unteer Binder please ask any 
Elder and they will be happy 
to be of service to you. 
 
The Session was sad to re-
ceive the news of the passing 
of two of our wonderful gen-
tleman, Les Brown and Joe 
Pearson.  They will be greatly 
missed and we would ask 
that you continue to keep 
Irene and family and Linda 
and family in your thoughts 
and prayers. “Safe in the 
arms of Jesus” 

Financial Summary By Peter MacKenzie,  Treasurer 

 
Blessings 
Darlene Vandermey, Clerk 
of Session 
 

out on the Voyage of 
Faith we had some very spe-
cific criteria we wanted to 
achieve. Top of mind for me 
is 1) a new facility that would 
provide more functional 
space for the next 150 years 
of Gale's congregation, and 
2) a highly visible location to 
provide meaningful outreach 
to the Elmira community. As 
a congregation we were well 
aware of the increased oper-
ating costs of our beautiful 
facility and we collectively 
committed to ensure that 
these were covered in order 
to fulfill our mission. 

We have reduced our debt in 
2017 by approximately 
$87,900 ($50,000 non-
member loan, $30,700 RBC 

mortgage, and $7,200 Pres-
bytery loan forgiveness). 
Our total debt outstanding 
at the end of 2017 will be 
$602,793. Back in 2012 
when we first moved into 
10 Barnswallow Dr., we had 
total debt of $1 million. This 
is fantastic progress over 
the past five years! 

This is my final Gale Gather-
ings summary as Treasurer. 
I accepted the role five 
years ago and it has been 
my pleasure to serve and 
assist the congregation on 
financial matters. I know 
that Gale is destined for 
great things and you are in 
good hands with Stephen 
Hinbest taking over the 
reins as Treasurer. 

Painting Fundraiser held at Gale on Monday, November 

13th. 
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Anyone wishing to purchase additional 
Gale 150 lapel pins may do so 

by contacting the office.  
Cost is $5.00 

(Limited supply) 

Gale’s new treasurer, Ste-

phen Hinbest, believes “this 

church has a strong future” 

and as we see more young 

families join us on Sundays 

that it will be “important to 

focus on where we want to 

go.” 

  

The note of optimism is de-

spite coming into the posi-

tion when the church budget 

is showing a projected deficit 

for 2017.  Stephen, who took 

over from Peter MacKenzie 

in November, notes Gale has 

been successful in the past, 

supporting mortgage pay-

ments and the operating of a 

new building. 

  

“We may need to streamline 

our own expenses and focus 

on succeeding as a church to 

support that long-term suc-

cess. We want to make sure 

we are allocating our re-

sources to the right spot.” 

  

Stephen and his wife Chris-

tin Dreisinger came to Gale 

about a year ago. “We heard 

good things in the commu-

nity and we checked the 

church out.” 

  

The couple has two chil-

dren, daughter Reese, 3, and 

son Connor, 1.   The family 

came to Gale and discov-

ered they “liked the commu-

nity aspect of it. 

  

“We’ve seen more young 

people joining and that’s pos-

itive. They are an important 

part of the future.“ 

  

Not surprisingly, Stephen 

adds that Sunday School is 

“super important” because it 

is a decision factor for many. 

  

The couple has lived in Elmi-

ra, Christin’s home town, for 

the past 7 years.  Stephen 

grew up in the Orangeville/

Shelburne area.  After Uni-

versity he spent 5 years man-

aging the family’s automo-

tive repair business before 

deciding to work on achiev-

ing his accounting designa-

tion. He has worked at BDO 

Canada LLP for the last 3 

years as an accountant, and 

at the end of October he 

officially earned his CPA 

designation.  He is now 

working at Ward & Up-

tigrove in Listowel. 

  

Looking forward is some-

thing Stephen likes to do, 

always looking to 

“continual improvement. 

What can we do to improve 

– not being stagnant.” He’d 

like to see the congregation 

participate in brainstorming 

to look toward more long-

term financial success. 

“Let’s Look Ahead”, says Gale’s New Treasurer By Kim Denstedt  

Apple Pie Update 
  

We did it with lots of volunteers.   

Over 1500 pies produced over Nov 2, 3 and 4th. 

We had about 40 people for each pie build, which repre-

sents over 360 hours of volunteer time. 

Hospitality was provided by Anna Fast and Rev Scott to 

keep everyone happy and motivated.   

Our freezers were busy and a lot of pies have found good 

homes. 

Thanks for solving the freezer crisis by providing offers 

of storage and help moving the freezers around.  We were 

able to avoid a lot of travel to Foodland this year. Two 

freezers were sent to road for bad behaviour. 

Picking up pies fresh off the production helped greatly 

this year, further reducing stress on freezer storage at 

Gale.  Thanks for suggesting that to our pie clients. 

  

Most of all, thanks for another successful example of 

TEAMWORK. 

It was a pleasure to experience the synergy. 

  

Lee Coulman 

GAP Co-Ordinator 

Even though Gale’s official 

150th anniversary is not until 

October 2018, the Gale 150 

Committee is planning ways 

to celebrate Gale’s heritage 

through-out the months lead-

ing up to it.   The committee 

is made up of the follow-

ing:  Co-chairs Barb Martin 

and Doug Dann, Reverend 

Scott, Elinor Rau, Joan Mo-

yer, Marilyn Coupal, Denise 

Dickieson and Bill Mac-

Pherson.  Volunteers assist-

ing are Bob Witney 

(history), Julie Donaldson 

(music), Marnie Ewasko 

(quilt), Amy Hopper and 

Mel Dow (Sunday school). 

Details of Gale’s church 

history will be shared 

monthly via the 150 Bulletin 

Board (church narthex), the 

church website, Sunday bul-

letins, and via facebook.  As 

well, a monthly newsletter 

will be distributed to keep 

everyone informed of spe-

cial events and 

dates.  Through worship and 

music, the sharing of our 

own personal stories, and 

through fellowship, Gale’s 

150th will be commemorated. 

  

There will be 4 special commun-

ion worship services during the 

year beginning December 3, 

2017.  Guest minister, Reverend 

Dr. Linda Bell, and Reverend 

Scott will lead this special ser-

vice, followed by Gale 150 re-

freshments, of course!  

  

Sneak preview:  Reverend Keith 

McKee will be Gale’s guest min-

ister for our March 2018 Com-

munion Service.  (Gale was 

Keith’s home church).  Stay tuned 

for more details. 

  

And finally, an invitation to share 

your Gale story or memories by 

contacting Denise Dickieson di-

rectly at phone #519 669 8822/

cell #519 616 2298 or by 

email denise.dickieson@sympatic

o.ca.   Or by going to Gale’s web-

site: http://

www.galepresbyterian.com/150-

years-of-gale/my-gale-story-

survey/ .  

Gale 150 Committee Update By Denise Dickieson  

mailto:denise.dickieson@sympatico.ca
mailto:denise.dickieson@sympatico.ca
http://www.galepresbyterian.com/150-years-of-gale/my-gale-story-survey/
http://www.galepresbyterian.com/150-years-of-gale/my-gale-story-survey/
http://www.galepresbyterian.com/150-years-of-gale/my-gale-story-survey/
http://www.galepresbyterian.com/150-years-of-gale/my-gale-story-survey/
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Date Book Leader Host Dessert 

 Mon. Nov. 27 2017 

  

 Roses are Difficult Here 

by W.O. Mitchell 

 Linda Pearson  Kim Denstadt  Karen Pond 

 Mon. Jan.29 2018  The Invention of Wings by 

Sue Monk Kidd 

 Jan Parsons  Marg Donald  Brenda Walker 

Mon. March 26 2018  The Little Paris Bookshop by Ni-
na George 

 Myrna Shantz  Myrna Shantz  Joan Moyer 

Mon. June 4 2018 Discussion and Book Selections 
for our 8th year! 

 Jan Parsons  Gale Church  Pot Luck 

PAGES 
(Presbyterians At Gale Enjoying Stories)! 

Gale has been busy! 

APPLE PIES—GAP 2017 

More than 360 volunteer-hours 

Over 1,500 pies made. 

Better than $12,000 raised 

 

 

 

A PILGRIMS’ EVENING 

November 18th 

Over 120 people served 

Over $5,000 raised 

for Cariboo  

and Gale 150 


